A Brief History of Faith Fellowship Missions

In the early 1970s, Lutheran Pastor Arnold Jergenson resigned from his secure pastorate of Vinland Lutheran Church in Poulsbo to pioneer a new non-denominational church - Faith Fellowship. A few close members of Vinland Lutheran stood with him in the new venture. These folks routinely attended World Map Camp held each summer at Warm Beach Camp near Stanwood, WA. This gathering brought Christians from various parts of the world to share what God was doing in the charismatic renewal throughout His church. It is in this context that Faith Fellowship made its first commitment to support two young evangelists from India.

The ministries we support have been chosen through personal friendships with missionaries, Faith Fellowship participants who have answered God’s call to missions, and those we sought in order to give us broader exposure. Plus, many of our church youth participate in short-term mission trips each year. These trips are most often to Mexico. But 2005, many of our youth went all the way to South Africa. The value of these trips is in the mission exposure to our youth, who often choose a mission vocation, or become strong supporters of missions as a result of their mission experience.

In 2007, we have promised $3500 per month to the ministries we partner with. The key to this promise is the consistency of the giving, the routine reporting from the field, and the strong endorsement from the pastors. By God’s awesome provision, we are often able to distribute thousands of dollars at the end of each year - from our mission special projects fund - in addition to our monthly giving.

Where, who and why these nations?
India:
The 20 million Mathil  people in North India are our “Adopted People Group.” We partner with Christar in the hopes of seeing a viable church movement among this group.   Contact: www.christar.org
Christ for India, an indigenous church planting mission, has been part of our focus since the founding days of Faith Fellowship. Personal relationship with Pastors Abraham, Thampy, and K.C. John, have ‘made us family’ in making disciples.
Contact www.christforall.org and dzy430@misn.com to request newsletters.

Around the developing world:
International Students Inc. has our homegrown man, Ian Downs and his wife Erin, befriending and discipling the future leaders of countries in Asia, Latin America, Africa, Europe, and the Middle East. ISI targets the mission field that comes to our universities.
Contact: www.isionline.org or iedowns@copper.net
Iraq:
Iraqi Kurds are hearing the Biblical story from Rick and Laura Leatherwood of Kairos International. The Leatherwoods spent 3 years as part of Faith Fellowship between their assignments of church planting in Mongolia and church planting in Iraq.
Contact: snowflakes@kairos.cc to request newsletter.

Spain/France:
The Basques are a strongly secular people who for political reasons rejected the church over a century ago. No evangelical witness has been able to penetrate until Impact Basque stumbled upon the key, love their children. Faith Fellowship joins in hosting Basque high school students for a summer of fun, English language practice, and building relationships.

Romania:
The Romanian people, long hostage to politics and tradition, are being trained in Biblical freedom through Romania Outreach Ministries, Arne and Carolyn Halverson (Arnie was Pastor Joe’s youth pastor). For the past 10 years the Bible school has been putting trained pastors into villages and cities around Romania. See their newsletter in the Romania file at FF resource room.

Zambia:
Sub Sahara Africa, both Christian and devastated by HIV/AIDS, is dealing with vast numbers of orphans. The church is Zambia in answering the need with the guidance of Alliance for Children Everywhere, Jennie Woods (with whom FF has partnered since 1976). This is a case of the church here and there working together for God’s glory.
Contact: www.childreneverywhere.org
Locally:
Alpha Counseling, Poulsbo, was established by the Christian community, as an arm of the local church to walk us through the hard times in our lives. Faith Fellowship folks have both served on the board of Alpha and been clients of its services. This is part of taking care of the body of Christ.  Contact: alphacoun@cs.com
Take it to the Streets, in Seattle and Kitsap, has Pastor Art Speight (who was part of Faith Fellowship in the early 1990s) heading a host of volunteers who give material help and spiritual hope to the disenfranchised of our area. People in Faith Fellowship are part of his team.  Contact: artpreach@hotmail.com
Youth short-term missions:  Historically, the youth of the church have taken a “mission trip” each summer where they are exposed to the possibilities of seeing God’s Kingdom extended beyond their own borders.  To learn of the current trip(s) contact: pastoreric@silverlink.net
